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Abstract

This study seeks to explore the role played by Anwar Hamid in
presenting the Palestinian reality and characterizing the ordinary man.
He presented through his various and different characters the role of
ordinary man, the (the anti-hero), who tries to continue his life cycle
under colonial conditions. The overall idea of the study assumes that
heroism of the (the anti-hero) lies in his simple practices and efforts
that enable him to survive.

The methodology of this study is based on analyzing the characters of
Anwar Hamid’s novels (Shehrazad collects the wild thyme in Anabta,
Jaffa prepares morning coffee, Jenin 2002, Getting lost in an olive
grove). It attempts to uncover the characters that are far from the
heroic style that dominated the Palestinian novels. For that purpose
the study identifies a group of characters in Palestinian novels in
general, and comparing them with Anwar Hamid’s characters in
particular.

The importance of the study lies in focusing on the invisible
characters of Anwar Hamid, and on his perception of the normal style
of life of the “ordinary" man’s, and his daily living conditions.
Through that process Hamid illuminates the concept of the hero, in its
usual sense, to target another type of heroes.

The content of the study includes four chapters in addition to the
preface and conclusion. The first chapter presents the general structure
of the study and includes: (the introduction, the problem of study, the
study questions, the methodology of study, the importance of study,
the previous studies, and the preface). The second chapter discusses,



in the first part, the birth of novels art in the Arab world, from the
stage of the entertaining novel, to its artistic development and ability
to express reality.

In the second chapter, the starting stage of the Palestinian novel was
presented, and covers the developments occurred on the novel in
different periods of time (The Catastrophe “An-Nakba”, “ An-
Naksah”, and the “Oslo Agreements” ).

The third chapter contains an applied analytical study of the Anwar
Hamid's characters: and their ability to portray the Palestinian reality,
and to express the ordinary man who is not committed to any political
party or religious affiliation. The fourth chapter discusses the woman
in novels in general, and in Anwar Hamid’s novels in particular. The
study shows the change in the image of woman and her development

according to developments of reality.
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